
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DISCOVERY INTERVIEW 
 
 
Each home tells a story about its owners. As an interior designer, my desire is not to impose my 
vision but to help you realize yours.  
 
Please complete this questionnaire regarding your expectations and desires for your home.  Add 
any information unaddressed.  This questionnaire and any magazine clippings will assist me to define 
the style and function that best suits your needs. If a question is not applicable, please write NA. 
 

• Collect blueprints or drawings of the floor plan of your home. 
 

• Start a file – pictures of rooms from magazines and books that illustrate ideas you like.  Use 
post-it notes, etc.  

 
• Do you have pets or children?   Do you have allergies? 

 
• What is the “feeling” you want to create in your home? Address the entry experience, 

family/kitchen, living, master, dining, views and/or special features and light quality. It’s 
especially important to address the relationship between spaces. Describe how you would 
like the volume and character of the rooms to feel. Think about qualities of procession, 
drama and excitement, quiet and relaxation and formality and casualness. Think of five 
words such as: calm, serene, warm, inviting, wow, dramatic 
 
 

• What colors are you attracted to, or the colors that have always been your favorites?  Do not 
think of what is the fashion color of the day.  Collect paint colors from paint stores, or just 
cut out colors from magazines. 

 
• Would you like an artsy colorful home that energizes you?  

 
• Would you like your home filled with places to relax, a sanctuary? 

 
• Do you want a home to impress? Are status and luxury important to you? 
 
• What kind of collections do you have?  What mementos of your life would you like to 

display?  Do you have a collection of family photos that need to be framed or hung? 
 



• On a scale of 1-5, describe your family in terms of : 
 
Formal ____   Informal ____ 
Sedentary ____  Active _____ 
Observers ____  Doers _____ 
Together _____  Separate ____ 
Computer nerds ___  Sports _____ 
 
 

• When you entertain, what size group (s) do you have? What do you do? 
 
• When you are together, what do you like to do most? How frequently do you watch TV? 
  
• Know what annoys you and what is inconvenient now in your home – not enough storage, 

awkward floor plan, or poor lighting, etc.  Write it down. 
 

• Rate your preference from 1to 5: 
 
Square ___   Round ___ 
Open ___   Closed ___ 
Symmetrical ___  Asymmetrical ___ 
Contemporary    Traditional ___ 
Harmony ___   Tension ___ 
Simple ___   Complex ___ 
 

 
• Are there any special needs that I should know about?  Allergies? 
 
• Know your timeframe – do you have a completion date?  A wedding? Special event? 
 
• What is your budget?  With your input, we can develop a preliminary wish list projection. 
 
• What is your vision of your home?   What do you want friends and visitors to sense when 

they visit your home. What is your goal for this project? 
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